Test Your Editing Skills

SKILL #1

Eliminate unnecessary words from the following sentences by editing or rewriting.

1.  Don’t use a nail that has any rust at all on it.

2.  He lived in the city of Portland in the state of Oregon.

3.  It happened sometime during the month of May in the year 1995.

4.  He was employed in the services of the Gulf Cable Co. for a 35-year period of time.

5.  Tadlock put in his appearance at the hour of noon.

6.  Throughout the whole course of the entire play, Miss Weston wore a blue colored dress made out of silk material.

7.  It is an actual fact that the government of this city ended up by expending monetary funds totaling the sum of $500,000 in the year that just passed.

8.  We discovered when we ate our evening meal that everything tasted delicious while we dined.

9.  The unforeseen accident took place all of a sudden at the corner of Elm Street and Finley Street when the two vehicles crashed into each other.

10.  The editor of the newspaper, “The Daily Record,” condensed the story in his summary to fewer words by reducing its 500-word length to only about half of its former number of words in the original version.

SKILL #2

Eliminate unnecessary words from the following sentences by editing or rewriting.

1.  She was wearing a dress that was made of silk and that had been borrowed from a friend of hers.

2.  This story here will have to be typed all over again.   

3.  As soon as commencement time comes in June, 652 graduating seniors will receive their degrees from their alma mater.

4.  History, which is considered as one of the social science subjects, is not a requirement for graduation.

5.  Chi Psi is going to present a prize to the team that is the winning one.  Pi Sigma is going to present one also to the team that comes in first.

6.  They prefer to eat their food without any seasoning having been put on it.

7.  Scoggins is the type of an individual who is completely lacking of any vestige of ambition.

8.  This is a contest that is open only exclusively to bald-headed men.

9.  We all thought that John had moved to California.  But he soon returned back home.

10.  During the O.J. trial, it became the norm, rather than the exception, for Judge Ito to call for a sidebar conference or a temporary recess.

